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Alternative Spring Break Policy
Pennsylvania Campus Compact VISTA Program

The Corporation for National Service has developed some policies regarding AmeriCorps*VISTA members and ASB (or similar trips). As you know, these policies are slow in coming, but as more VISTA members serve on campuses and as ASB becomes more popular, CNCS has responded with policies to guide AmeriCorps*VISTA members in their role on ASB trips. 

Effective December 17, 2009: 

1). If ASB is a part of the VISTA’s WorkPlan/VAD at the beginning of their service, the VISTA can go on the trip without using personal leave time

2). If ASB is not in the Work Plan, the VISTA must use personal leave time in order to attend

3). There must be a faculty member or other campus representative traveling with the group as a chaperone – under no circumstances may VISTAs act as chaperones or otherwise take responsibility for the group.

4) For VISTAs traveling internationally, please note that their Seven Corners health insurance will not cover them outside of the US. VISTAs should consider purchasing travelers insurance for their time abroad. 

Effective April 1, 2010:

1). No international ASB plans will be approved.
2). If a VISTA member is going to be a part of an ASB trip, that trip must be within Pennsylvania and focus on the same area as the VISTA's larger project. If the trip is not within Pennsylvania, the VISTA member must use personal leave time for the trip and all planning related to it. 
Last Updated February 11, 2010
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